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He  was  a  man,  take  him  for  all  in  all, 
I  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again. 

— Hamlet. 
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THE  MEN  WHO  PLANNED  THE  MEETING 


Joseph  B.  Oakleaf 
Lawyer,  Bibliographer,  Savant 


Edward  j.  Jacob 
Printer,  Artist,  Student 


Kind  looks  foretell  as  kind  a  heart  within. 

—Pollock 
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Oakleaf 

HOUSER 
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Ren  nick 

Morgan 
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Ahrends 


THE  MEETING 
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Just  the  wee  cot — the  cricket's  chirr — 
Love  and  the  smiling  face  of  her. 

— Riley, 


—  4  — 


PLACE  WHERE  THE  MEETING  WAS  HELD 


Houser  Cabin 

T^ear  Peoria,  Illinois. 


(Across  the  River  and  up  the  Cree\) 


The  fullest  instruction  and  the  fullest  en- 

joyment  are  never  derived  from  books  'till 

we  have  ventilated  the  ideas  thus  obtained 

in  free  and  easy  chat  with  others. 

— Matthews. 
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JOSEPH  B.  OAKLEAF, 
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P.  G.  RENNICK, 

Peoria,  Illinois. 
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REPORT 

A  small  group  of  Lincoln  devotees — collectors, 
bibliographers,  lecturers,  students — held  an  all'day 
talkfest  on  May  18,  1930,  at  the  Houser  cabin,  near 
Peoria. 

The  first  delegation  arrived  about  ten  o'clock. 
Coats  were  immediately  hung  on  pegs  or  tossed  on 
the  bed. 

Informal  discussions  of  Lincoln  problems — at 
times,  quite  informal — were  promptly  started.  Some 
questions  that  recently  have  been  of  special  interest 
to  students  of  Lincolniana  were  almost  settled.  A 
number  of  impromptu  addresses  were  thoroughly  en- 
joyed. Several  interesting  books  were  examined  and 
discussed.  A  bit  of  joshing  could  be  heard — ever 
and  anon. 
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A  cafeteria  luncheon  was  served  at  one  o'clock; 
the  remnants  were  saved  for  supper. 

After  luncheon,  a  walk  was  taken.  The  remarks 
made  about  farm  problems  at  this  time  indicated  that 
several  of  the  company  had  spent  long  years  of  deep 
research  and  earnest  study  in  History  and  Biography. 

During  the  afternoon  session,  a  formal  organisa- 
tion was  effected;  and  each  one  present  inscribed  his 
name,  his  favorite  Lincoln  quotation,  and  his  favorite 
motto  in  the  Official  Records. 

The  first  five  members  will  be  Presidents;  the 
rest,  Secretaries.  The  dues  will  be  nothing  a  year. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  each  member  to  attend  all  meet- 
ings when  convenient,  and  to  have  as  good  a  time  as 
he  knows  how. 

The  second  meeting  will  be  held  some  time  next 
fall — when  the  sweet  corn  and  melons  are  ripe. 


FAVORITE  LINCOLN  QUOTATIONS 


Bollinger: 

"Lincoln  was  not  a  type.  He  stands  alone — no  ancestors,  no 
fellows,  and  no  successors.11 — Ingersoll. 

Ahrends: 

"I  feel  how  weak  and  fruitless  must  be  any  words  of  mine 
which  should  attempt  to  beguile  you  from  the  grief  of  a  loss  so 
overwhelming." — Letter  to  Mrs.  Bixby. 

Fling: 

"Abraham  Lincoln:  Humanitarian,  statesman,  true  political 
sage  for  the  ages.11 

Jacob : 

"I  have  no  prejudice  against  the  Southern  people.  They  are 
just  what  we  would  be  in  their  situation.  If  slavery  did  not  exist 
among  them,  they  would  not  introduce  it.  If  it  did  now  exist 
among  us,  we  should  not  instantly  give  it  up.11 — Peoria  Speech. 

Little: 

"With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for  all." — Second 
Inaugural  Address. 
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Lytle: 

"Stand  with  anybody  that  stands  right,  stand  with  him  while 
he  is  right  and  part  with  him  when  he  goes  wrong." — Peoria 
Speech. 

Morgan  : 

"With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity  for  all;  with  firmness 

in  the  right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to 

finish  the  work  we  are  in;  to  bind  up  the 'nation's  wounds;  to 

care  for  him  who  shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his  widow, 

and  his  orphan — to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just 

and  lasting  peace  among  ourselves,   and  with  all  nations." — 

Second  Inaugural  Address. 

i 

Oakleaf: 

"Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might;  and  in  that  faith 

let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it." — 

Cooper  Institute  Address. 

Rennick: 

"I  shall  do  less  whenever  I  shall  believe  what  I  am  doing  hurts 
the  cause;  and  I  shall  do  more  whenever  I  believe  doing  more  will 
help  the  cause." — Greeley  Letter. 

Houser: 

"He  was  the  most  perfect  ruler  of  men  the  world  has  ever 
seen." — Stanton. 
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FAVORITE  MOTTOES 

Morgan  : 

"The  greatest  need  in  the  world  is  something  to  make  us  do 
the  best  we  can." — Emerson. 

Lytle : 

"He  can  who  thinks  he  can.11 

Jacob : 

"Keep  a  promise — to  the  day  and  hour.11 

Fling: 

"Give  me  the  will  to  win.11 

Little: 

"Deal  justly,  love  mercy,  walk  humbly.11  ■ 

Bollinger: 

"A  promise  made  is  a  debt  unpaid.11 

Ahrends: 

"If  we  would  play  tomorrow,  we  must  work  today.11 

Oak  leaf: 

"Whatever  is — is  Best.11 

Houser: 

"Get  the  thing  done,  and  let  'em  howl.11 — Hubbard. 

Rennick: 

"Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  thenv 
selves.11 — Lincoln. 
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And  what  is  writ,  is  writ — 
Would  it  were  worthier. 

— Byron. 


